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Patristics have traditionally been a domain of Central and Western-European Scholars, 
their predilections and prejudices. As the center of Global Christianity is gradually shif-
ting towards regions formerly considered to lie on the “margins”, this long-established 
picture is about to change.

The series Patristic Studies in Global Perspective appreciates this development. Focusing on 
topics of Patristic and Byzantine Theology, History and Culture from 150 A.D. to 1500 A.D. 
Patristic Studies in Global Perspective welcomes historical, theological, philosophical and 
philological research, from Latin American, African, Asian, Australasian and Pacific, Eastern 
European and Near Eastern Scholars.

As a peer-reviewed and cross-disciplinary series, Patristic Studies in Global Perspective is 
open to academics working in the areas of history, philology, theology, philosophy and 
related disciplines. It is intended to publish two volumes per year. Both monographs and 
multi-authored volumes in English, German, French and Spanish are accepted.

The Editors:

Wendy Mayer is Professor and Associate Dean for Research at Australian Lutheran College (University 
of Divinity) in Adelaide.
Chris de Wet is Associate Professor of New Testament and Early Christian Studies at the University of 
South Africa in Pretoria.
Patricia Andrea Ciner is Professor of Philosophy of Religion and History of Religions (National University 
of San Juan-Catholic University of Cuyo) in San Juan, Argentina. She is currently the President of the 
International Association of Patristic Studies (IAPS-AIEP).
Naoki Kamimura is Research Fellow in the Department of Philosophy and Ethics at Tokyo Gakugei 
University in Tokyo, Japan. 
Edwina Murphy is Senior Lecturer in Christian Thought and History at Morling College (Australian 
College of Theology and University of Divinity) in Sydney.
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Junghun Bae

John Chrysostom
On Almsgiving and the Therapy of the Soul

In recent years, there has been significant scholarly focus on John Chrysostom’s appropriation of 
ancient psychagogy, demonstrating that he was a skilled Christian physician of the soul who sought 
to promote the somatic and psychological health of his congregation by proposing preaching and 
various ascetic disciplines as medical treatments.
In these studies, however, relatively little attention has been devoted to his use of philosophical the-
rapy in relation to almsgiving. To address this, this book aims to take a closer look at Chrysostom’s 
view of almsgiving and soul therapy within the context of ancient philosophical therapy. Ancient 
philosophers identified passions (πάθη), desires, and distorted thought as the diseases of the soul and 
developed various kinds of cognitive and behavioural remedies to cure these. Adopting an interdisci-
plinary approach between Greco-Roman philosophy and social ethics in early Christianity, particu-
larly in the tradition of the Greek Fathers, what follows pursues a giver-centered analysis which has 
largely been ignored in the previous receiver-oriented research.

Junghun Bae is Assistant Professor of Church History at the Department of Theology at Kosin Uni-
versity in Busan, South Korea.
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